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Oman 
 

A Taste of Arabia 

 

A Greentours Itinerary 

 

Day 1 

Depart Europe 

 

Day 2  

Salalah 
 

Even on our first day in the field we’ll soon realise that Salalah offers a real taste of 

Arabia, with a combination of superb desert wildlife and scenery, a rich and 

accessible marine biome, and all the time fabulous light for photography ensure 

that you won’t miss February back at home! The biogeographical split within the 

country is fascinating with the North being largely Asian in influence and the 

humid south of Dhofar being African. And it is in the latter that we start our 

exploration. Offshore from our hotel we can see pods of Bottle-nosed Dolphins, 

often coming very close inshore and also South Arabian endemics such as Socotra 

Cormorant. Arabian Chamaeleons are reasonably easy to find in the local town 

parks. They are impressive creatures and we’ll enjoy photographing them as Forest 

Wagtails potter about the grass and Eastern Olivaceous Warblers tchick at us from 

the trees. In less pleasant habitats just outside town we’ll find a veritable Aquila 

Eagle identification workshop on hand as we struggle to get to know the plumage 

of the various Aquila Eagles that winter here in numbers. We can expect to see 

dozens of Imperial, Steppe and Greater Spotted Eagles. Abdim’s Storks are usually 

present in some numbers. Migrants passing through will likely include Pallid Harrier, 

Booted Eagle, Caspian Reed Warbler, ‘Isabelline’ Shrike, Citrine Wagtail and 

Tawny Pipit. We’ll visit water tanks for the camel farms and these attract many 

wonderful creatures including the Phantom Flutterer, a dragonfly with inner wings 

shot with burgundy and iridescent blue. Indeed it is a great spot generally for 

dragonflies with species such as Little Scarlet, Epaulet Skimmer, Red-veined 

Dropwing and Common Blacktail, whilst among the damselflies are Common 

Orange, Black-tailed Bluet and the Cherry-eye Sprite. Perhaps a dozen or more 

stunning Arabian Golden-winged Grosbeaks might drop in and others we might 

see here include Black-throated Thrush, Red-breasted Flycatcher, Bonelli’s Eagle 

and groups of African Rock Buntings, and at dusk groups of Lichtenstein’s 

Sandgrouse fly in to drink. 

 

Day 3 

Wadi Darbat 
 

The Frankincense Tree, or rather its resin, gained the Omani people their first taste 

of wealth many centuries ago as they built up a trade network by land and by sea 

to sell this valuable product. Eventually though the desire for Frankincense waned 

and the Omani’s found their wealth and international position contracting, only 

recently reversed by the discovery of another substance, this time below the 
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ground – oil! The Frankincense Tree still grows in rocky wadis close to the Arabian 

Sea, their swollen branches twisting this way and that, and we’ll see them in 

beautiful coastal wadis where we’ll also hope to see African Wild Cat and the 

'arabica' form of Red Fox. Nearby coastal lagoons will yield Little and Spotted 

Crakes, Menetries' Warbler, Cotton Pygmy Goose, Lesser Flamingo and Yellow 

Bittern amongst many others, a combination though that hints at the varied 

biogeographical origins of the birdlife. If we have the energy to stay until dusk or 

visit here one evening during our stay in Salalah we have a good chance to see 

the Arabian Scops-owl. 

 

Day 4  

Boat Trip for Cetaceans and Seabirds 
 

The waters off Salalah are well-known for the large populations of dolphins. We’ll 

take a boat out today and get amongst them – groups of Bottlenose Dolphins and 

Indo-Pacific Humpback Dolphins are frequently encountered and we should see 

them up close. There’s also a decent chance of Spinner Dolphins and False Killer 

Whale as well as ‘flipping’ Manta Rays! The little-known Jouanin’s Petrel will drift 

past from time to time and we’ll probably encounter a few Persian Shearwaters as 

well as Masked Booby, Bridled Tern, Sooty Gulls and Pallas’s Gulls. 

 

Day 5 

Wadi al Mughsayl 
 

Groups of Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse course across the striking landscapes and 

we’ll see Black-crowned Sparrowlarks, Bruce’s Green Pigeon, and Arabian 

Wheatear en route to one of the many beautiful wadis in this area, this one being 

Wadi al Mughsayl. Here we’ll find colourful birds such as Indian Rollers, Grey-

headed Kingfishers and both Palestine and Nile Valley Sunbirds. Some of Dhofar’s 

typically African species occur here such as Diederik Cuckoo, Black-crowned 

Tchagra, Cinnamon-breasted Bunting and the gorgeous African Paradise 

Flycatcher. We’ll hope to see the majestic Verreaux’s Eagle soaring over the wadi 

walls. Towards the wadi mouth butterflies such as Yellow Pansy, Plain Tiger and 

African Caper White flutter about at the back of the sands and offshore we’ll 

watch for Red-billed Tropicbirds whilst dolphins are often close inshore here. 

 

Day 6 

Wadi Ash Shuwaymiyyah 
 

The road to Wadi Ash Shuwaymiyyah offers fabulous coastal scenery as well as the 

possibly of Socotra Cormorant. Odonata such as Violet Dropwing, Orange Darter 

and Broad Scarlet as well as the local Somali Azuret inhabit the oasis whilst 

butterflies such as the Lime and the Blue Pansy visit the hanging garden waterfall. 

On the rocky wadi walls are Tristram’s Starling’s and we’ve a chance of finding 

Mountain Gazelle. Walking along the wadi bottom we should keep an eye out for 

the tiny Grass Jewel butterfly and the unusually coloured Small Salmon Arab. 

Stunningly coloured Sinai Agama do press ups from rocky vantage points and 

we’ll undoubtedly spot some migrant birds here, perhaps a Menetries's Warbler or 
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two, or maybe a few Red-breasted Flycatchers, and by little pools we should 

watch for Clamorous Reed Warblers and maybe a Crake or two. 

 

Day 7 & 8  

Qatbit, Muntasur and on to Duqm 
 

The journey from Dhofar to Muscat takes us through the desert plains of the Jiddat 

al Harasis, close to the edge of the Rub al Qali, or Empty Quarter. We’ll stop at the 

classic desert oases of Qatbit and Muntasur where the beautiful scenery is 

suddenly transformed by pools of water, palms and other greenery. Such oases 

attract and concentrate wintering and migrant birds to an extent that a visiting 

birder feels rather like they are in sweet shop! As well as sorting through the various 

Warblers, Redstarts, Shrikes, Pipits and Wagtails we’ll have a chance to see up-

close both Spotted and Crowned Sandgrouse. Night walks will see us searching for 

Common Genet and Rueppell’s Fox, and with luck we’ll find Wild Cat. The rare 

and nomadic Dunn’s Lark is on the agenda as well. Bizarrely we’ll come across 

farms where grass and alfalfa are irrigated by huge circular gantries in the middle 

of this otherwise almost empty desert, and these fields and any small clump of 

trees and bushes attract a tantalizing selection of tired migrants. The enigmatic 

Grey Hypocolius, the sole member of its family (Hypocoliidae), is regularly seen 

here and these farms also hold small populations of African Collared Dove and 

Nile Valley Sunbird. 

 

Day 9 

Barr al-Hickman through Wahiba Sands to Ras-al-Jinz 
 

The remote Barr al Hikman peninsula hosts the greatest and yet least-known 

waterbird spectacle in all Arabia and perhaps the entire Middle East. Hundreds of 

thousands of shorebirds pass the northern winter months here, producing an 

astonishing spectacle. Amongst the commoner species which are truly abundant 

we’ll find the striking Crab-Plover, which is positively numerous, as well as Great 

Knot, and both Broad-billed and Terek Sandpipers.  
 

We’ll visit Ras-al-Hadd for a night walk amongst the Green Turtles – this is probably 

the most important breeding site in the Indian Ocean for this species. The turtle 

reserve here was established in 1996 and much more recently they have 

developed an eco-tourism resort to allow the public to witness these fantastic 

creatures on their nesting beach whilst at the same time contributing to the 

monitoring project 

 

Day 10 

Wadi Shab 
 

The Wadi’s on the north-east coast of Muscat are a delight, pools of water 

attracting many dragonflies and damselflies, as well as butterflies and of course 

migrant birds. Crakes and various migrant warblers will keep us guessing whilst in 

the Tamarix bushes we might find Wrynecks as well as White-spectacled Bulbuls. 

The stocky Hume’s Wheatear is found here in good numbers and we’ll see Blue 
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Rock Thrush as both Eurasian and Pale Rock Martins course through the air above 

our heads. Dragonflies here will include the powder-blue damselfly (Arabicnemis 

caerulea), Arabineura khalidi and the basker Urothemis thomasi. 

 

Days 11 & 13 

Muscat Mountains 
 

The Al-Hajar mountains in Muscat provide a scenic backdrop for birds such as 

Arabian Partridge, Green Bee-eater, and we’ll look for Lichtenstein’s Sandgrouse 

coming into drink at pools in the evening. We’ll also look for Pallid Scops Owl and 

Little (Lilith) Owl. Desert Larks and Streaked Scrub Warblers are typical birds of 

these montane desert landscapes and we’ll also see Striolated Buntings, Long-

billed Pipits, Red-tailed Wheatears and the taimuri form of Ménétries’s Warblers. 

We’ll put some effort into finding the diminutive Plain Leaf Warbler, a bird that is 

found almost entirely in Iran with just a few wintering populations known in Arabia.  

 

Day 12  

Private Boat Trip for Dolphin watching and snorkelling 
 

A Dolphin Cruise will see us enjoying Long-nosed Spinner Dolphins, such 

consummate entertainers! Indo-Pacific Humpbacked Dolphins are likely too, whilst 

seabirds feature various Bridled Terns, and there will likely be Phalaropes and both 

Jouanin’s and Persian Petrels. One or two Red-billed Tropicbirds may pass our way, 

and other seabirds likely include Masked Booby, Pomarine Skua and Arctic Skua. If 

conditions permit we’ll have a chance to snorkel. 

 

Day 14 

Sayq Plateau and Departure 

 

The wild Sayq Plateau sits high above the stark desert landscape, a fine new road 

taking us up to a series of jagged limestone peaks close to 2000m above sea level. 

All about is breath-taking desert mountain scenery with huge canyons and 

sweeping vistas. Nearer at hand is a wonderful habitat with limestone pavement 

dotted with ancient gnarled olive trees and contorted old junipers, and here we’ll 

find lots of Black Redstarts of the form semirufus, as well as White-spectacled 

Bulbul. Several pairs of the scarce negevensis form of Lappet-faced Vulture breed 

on the Sayq Plateau and we should see one or two, and we’ll likely find a few 

wintering Eastern Imperial Eagles. Large groups of Brown-necked Ravens are 

typical of the plateau and we’ll likely see Tawny Pipits and Turkestan Shrikes before 

we have to head back down to the international airport for our flight home. 

 

Day 15  

Arrive Europe 
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To ask about any aspect of this holiday, please call 01298 83563 or email us at 

enquiries@greentours.co.uk.  
 

 

To Book a on this Holiday please fill in the booking form which you can download 

from www.greentours.co.uk (also found in the Greentours brochure) and post/fax 

to Greentours, PO Box 148, Buxton SK17 1BE, UK. Tel/Fax +44 (0)1298 83563. After 

booking your place you’ll receive a confirmation letter and a detailed information 

pack will be dispatched twelve weeks prior to departure. Mammal and bird 

checklists are available. 
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